Young people should press for climate
action for their future: environmentalist

The Japan Times will send three junior reporters to the 15th Con-
ference of the Parties under the United Nations’ Climate Change
Convention (COP15), to be held in Copenhagen in December. Prior
to the conference, the reporters will interview leaders of Japanese
NGOs, the government and the business community. This is the

first in a series of such interviews.

Juniors Report on
Climate Change

Kyoko Kawasaka
International Coordinator
KIKO Network

Reporter: Mariko linuma (13)

Q: How do you evaluate the
Japanese government’s
plans for action on environ-
mental issues?

A: It is commendable that
the government has made a
clear commitment to cut Ja-
pan’s greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 25 percent. The In-
tergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), in
its scientific assessment of
global warming, says that
the global atmospheric con-
centration of greenhouse
gases currently stands at
around 380 parts per million.
If we are to contain its
growth to around 450 ppm,
emissions worldwide need to
peak and start declining
within the next 10 to 15
years. For that to happen,
developed countries must
reduce their emissions by 25
percent to 40 percent by
2020. That’s the meaning of
25 percent. Industrialized
countries had so far been
hesitant to make clear com-
mitments on this matter, so
Japan’s decision to change
its plans and seek a 25 per-
cent reduction has been
widely welcomed.

However, no matter how
much we curb the increase
in the atmospheric concen-
tration of the gases and in
global temperature, the sea
level will continuously rise
and small island states like
Tuvalu cannot avoid mas-
sive damage. As an NGO,

we consider the 25 percent
reduction goal as an impor-
tant and commendable step
forward, but I must say that
such action alone will not be
sufficient to halt global
warming.

Q: What do you think each of
us can do to achieve the 25
percent reduction?

A: About 80 percent of emis-
sions in Japan come from
the industrial sector, where-
as emissions from house-
holds are not as large as is
often stated. Still, it is im-
portant to take action to
save energy. For example,
we can choose to buy ener-
gy-saving electric applianc-
es that consume less power
or to buy eco-friendly cars.
In shopping for food, you
can buy local produce,
which involves less energy
consumption than buying
imported food. These are ac-
tions that each of us should
think about. Such actions by
us result in more environ-
ment-friendly products cir-
culating in the marketplace,
thereby changing the way
we live.

Q: What do you hope Japa-
nese youths will do about cli-
mate change?

A: If no action is taken, it is
likely that by the time you
grow up, food will become
much more expensive and
harder to secure, and the
world will be hit by more
frequent natural disasters. I
want young people to urge
adults to take action for
their future.

I believe that we can
change the future. For ex-
ample, when I was a student,
no university had courses
specializing in environmen-
tal studies. Today, many

KIKO Network (http://www.
kikonet.org/) is a nongovern-
mental organization dedicated
to preventing global warming.
As a network of individuals
and citizens’ groups involved
in the fight against climate
change, its activities include
disseminating information on
global warming, making policy
proposals and calling for ac-
tions to move forward interna-
tional negotiations on the
issue.

universities offer such cours-
es. This is a big change.
Environmental issues will
relate to any kind of work
you take up in the future. I
wish young people would be
more environmentally con-
scious, and use new technol-
ogies in their jobs and cre-
ate new work to change the
future. To realize your
goals, you need to be moti-
vated. Do not give up and
keep up your efforts. And I
would like them to connect
to youths not just in Japan
but worldwide and to “think
globally, act locally.”

Q: From KIKO Network’s
point of view, what will be the
ideal future environment in
Japan?

A: I hope that we can con-
sume energy and food that
are produced locally.
Today, we rely on imported
fuel to generate electricity
and lose some of the power
in the transmission through

power cables. More house-
holds should have their own
power supply like solar ener-
gy and fuel cells, and use new
energy sources like wind
power. What is desirable is a
society less dependent on en-
ergy generated by fossil fuels.
Today’s society benefits peo-
ple who use more energy. I
hope we can create a society
where people gain by using
less energy.

Q: What actions do you plan to
take at COP15?

A: Our primary goal is to urge
all the parties to UNFCCC and
the Kyoto Protocol to agree on
concrete targets and actions
for reducing the world’s green-
house gas emissions by 2020.
We will strongly push the na-
tions to set rules to facilitate
cuts to gas emissions like car-
bon dioxide. We plan to ex-
change information with envi-
ronmental NGOs around the
world each day to broaden our
network and urge govern-
ments to take action. Specifi-
cally, we will publish the
newsletter Eco, which is an
important tool to advocate our
ideas and positions at the ne-
gotiations, hold news confer-
ences and give daily briefings
to the media as a Japan-based
NGO, nominate “Fossil of the
Day” (awarded to countries
that block progress at U.N.
climate change negotiations,
presented by the environmen-
tal NGOs) candidates, and in-
volve members of the Japa-
nese media in our activities.
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Supporters

Supported by Royal Danish Embassy in
Japan/ K. K. Kyodo News

Sponsored by the Society for Testing
English Proficiency(STEP)/Sky Perfect
JSAT Corporation

In cooperation with the United Nations
Information Centre/Foundation for
Environmental Education
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We support COP15 and
children studying English.
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http://www.sptvjsat.com
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